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A number of factors influencing 137Cs fate and biological availability in chernozem soils under the 
forest vegetation were assessed for various climatic zones. The migration rates of 137Cs in the profile of 
chernozem soils were shown to depend primary on forest litter composition and structure. In the absence of 
forest litter the soil mineralogical composition and humus content become the most influential factors of 
caesium mobility. 

 
 


